
Major in Global Studies 
& Maritime Affairs

Cal Maritime Week 2021



Dr. Assis Malaquias
• Strategy
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• China and Southeast Asia
• Indian Ocean Rim
• Cross-Cultural Competence
• International Migration



Ms. Jennifer Metz

• Maritime History
• American Institutions
• U.S. History & Government



A few facts…

• GSMA is the only 
undergraduate major of its 
kind in the United States

• Some of our courses are 
offered only at Cal Maritime –
and nowhere else



As a GSMA student, what will you study?

• All of the General Education (G.E.) classes required by 
any California State University

• Math, science, writing, etc.

• Core GSMA courses in maritime affairs

• Elective GSMA courses that will allow you to branch out 
into your special interest areas



GSMA Core Courses include:

• Ocean Politics
• International Relations
• Comparative Politics
• Foreign Language
• Political Geography
• Maritime Organizations

• U.S. Maritime Policy
• U.S. Maritime History
• U.S. Foreign Policy
• Globalization of Culture
• Maritime Security
• Ethics



GSMA Electives include:

• China & Its Neighbors
• Indian Ocean Rim
• Maritime California
• Geopolitics of Energy
• Marine Spatial Planning

• Environmental Policy
• International Migration
• Polar Politics
• International Law
• And many more!



Senior Thesis Research Projects

• You choose your own focus area!
• Senior Capstone Thesis 
• Poster Presentation of Thesis Findings
• Some examples on the next slides…….







State Power-Grabs Heat up the Melting Arctic

Abstract

Polar Claims Industry

Russia

The Arctic is a vast and changing region. Climate change is affecting the availability of many sectors in the Arctic and 
opening the door for state actors to approve the implementation of industrial resource development, as well as 

commercial shipping lanes. This thesis seeks to bring territorial claims from states in the Arctic into a singular 
compilation from the Russian perspective. Finally, this thesis recommends a proposed solution to disputed territory 

in the Arctic after a thorough analysis of the policies presented throughout the thesis.1926 
Russia becomes the first government to officially 

claim the North Pole as part of its territory.
2002

Russia submits North Pole claim, which is rejected 
due to a lack of evidence.

2014
Denmark submits a detailed claim of the North Pole.

2015
Russia re-submits claim of North Pole with scientific 

evidence.
2016

Canada announces its intention to submit claims of 
the North Pole by 2018.

• Up to 20% of hydrocarbon resources on 
the earth are located in the Arctic, most 
near fishing grounds

• Shipping lanes in the Arctic significantly 
decrease shipping time from Asia to 
Europe and the Eastern United States

• Some routes are already being used for 
commercial traffic

• Fortifying Arctic bases
• Negotiating boundary disputes 
• Increasing ship tracking abilities

• Investing more in Search and Rescue
• Introduced a new class of ice 

breakers

• The Arctic will be nearly ice free and 
navigable by an ice breaker by 2040.

• Arctic sea ice pack is currently the 
lowest it has ever been

• Relatively little is known about what 
will happen to the environment when 
the Arctic ice pack is gone

Climate Change

Policy Recommendations 
It is recommended that states with disputes meet to resolve issues within the next 7-10 years instead of 
waiting for a United Nations decision on boundary disputes. This will allow states to begin negotiations 
for regional agreements on environmental, industrial, and commercial shipping issues before the Arctic 

becomes widely accessible.

The location of oil and natural gas reserves are shown 
as orange dots.  Arctic fisheries are represented in dark 

blue.

The area around the North Pole remains international waters until 
the United Nation rules on Arctic claims.

The map above creates a visual of Russia’s extensive Arctic presence, including 
oil and gas developments in the Arctic.

This chart from the Arctic Council shows 
projected levels of sea ice over the next 70 

years.

Tanis Whittington – California Maritime Academy

By Paddy Allen and 
Jenny Ridley
The Guardian, 2011



         
      

  
    

  
         

    

       

       

        
        

 

         
   

     
        

 

IS BREXIT HARMFUL TO UK MARITIME POLICY? 
CAMERON J. LEAHY, 1/C

GLOBAL STUDIES & MARITIME AFFAIRS
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY MARITIME ACADEMY

ABSTRACT

• Trade tariffs and other taxes will climb post-Brexit for shipping 
companies wishing to do business in UK ports. 

• Trade agreements
• UK no longer member of EU trade agreements. 

• Entirely new trade deals must be negotiated with EU and 
non-EU nations. Very time consuming and difficult.

• UK may be faced with penalties for seceding from EU 
trade agreements.

• UK flag of convenience not so convenient post-Brexit
• If access to single EU market is eliminated, foreign 

shippers will look elsewhere for flagging.

• Revenue resulting from UK flagging will decline and likely 
stress UK port funding.   

DOMINANT THEMES

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

UK VITAL TO EU TRADE

• European Economic Area (EEA) 

• EEA membership guarantees access to single EU market

• European Union could deny continued UK membership to the EEA

• UK would be bound to many existing EU laws if it remains an EEA 
member

• Reduced access to single EU market

• Access to single EU market affects all UK maritime policy areas

• Without access to single EU market, UK would lose major advantage 
within the international trade community.

• Brexit decision was uninformed and premature. 

• UK domestic policy completely unregulated without EU oversight.

• Parallels with current political climate in the United States. 

MARINE INSURANCE

MAJOR PORTS VOTE TO LEAVE EU

MARSEC & IMMIGRATION

• Defense spending will likely drop as a result of Brexit, including Maritime Security efforts.

• Illegal maritime migration increasing daily. 

• 3 Security Cutters for 7,700 miles of coastline. Not enough!

• Possibility of Scottish secession from the UK 

• Scotland values participation within the EU.

• Key strategic naval assets located in Scotland that would have to be 
relocated. 

The international community was shocked by the United Kingdom’s
recent vote to secede from the European Union. Although the UK
pondered the idea of leaving the EU for many years, the proposal
became official on June 23rd, 2016. There is no doubt that the future
implications of this decision remain unclear. Many British politicians
warned the people of the United Kingdom of the challenges that a “yes”
vote would present. To the contrary, some UK politicians promoted the
high level of uncertainty regarding secession as a source of excitement
and motivation. As the UK continues to negotiate with the EU, and other
world partners, regarding the details of implementing the British-exit
(Brexit) decision, many people question the effects that this will have on
key policy areas. One key policy area is the UK’s maritime sector and
industry. Understanding the effects of Brexit on maritime security,
trade/shipping, marine environmental policy, and marine insurance
provides for greater insight regarding the extreme vulnerability of the
United Kingdom’s economic, national defense, and environmental
interests.

TRADE & SHIPPING SECTOR

• UK benefits from vast network 
of over 200 EU environmental 
laws. 

• Great potential for marine 
environment to be forgotten 
with rise in nationalist 
movement in the UK. 

• UK may be bound to EU 
environmental law as 
prerequisite to EEA 
membership. 

• Major marine insurance corporations forming subsidiaries within remaining 
EU nations. 

• i.e. Lloyd’s of London exploring Dublin and Brussels as new hubs.

• Ability for marine insurers to provide “passporting” services to clients will be 
eliminated if EEA membership is denied. 

• “Passporting” is the ability to do business with any EU nation without 
needing special permits or authorization.  

• Marine insurance-associated business will likely leave UK if major marine 
insurers create subsidiaries.

This map demonstrates that the UK ranks #2 in total EU tonnage, second only to the Netherlands. 
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Only 29% of existing Marine Environmental 
Regulations will remain in affect for the UK post-
Brexit.





Unique Global Opportunities

• South Africa
• Morocco
• Brazil
• Vietnam
• Japan

• China
• Greece
• Spain
• Europe
• New Zealand

Study Abroad
California State University 
International Programs 

• United Kingdom
• Spain 
• Germany 
• South Africa
• Sweden

International Experience
3 week summer program

Various locations:



International Experience, Vietnam



International Experience, Vietnam



China



Japan







Learning Cross-Cultural Competence



We also provide real internships



Past Internships have included:
• Panetta Institute, Washington D.C.
• Mystic Seaport
• NOAA
• FBI and Secret Service
• US Ports 
• US Coast Guard
• Shipping Companies 
• Pacific Maritime Association
• State & Local Government



Where do our students go after graduation?

• Military Sealift Command
• Environmental Technician
• Ship Agents
• Maritime Security Officer
• Management Development
• Human Resources-Ports
• Maritime Professionals in 

varied companies

• Port Management
• Cruise Purchasing Agent
• Marine Field Rep
• Projects Coordinator
• Wildlife Technician
• Graduate School
• Officer Training-Military
• Law School



Questions?
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