
KEEP TEACHING     
Spring 2021, No 3.                           *The following methodologies are shared by YFDT and/or fellow colleagues. We are aware that many more of you may be using 

alternative methods than those listed here, and we applaud you! Please reach out and share your tips with our team at any time. 

1. CHANGES TO OVERALL COURSE 

Redistribute Points 
Put more emphasis on class participation, homework, and other low-
stakes assignments versus high-stakes exams. – Tamara Burback, 
Nipoli Kamdar, Jenny Murphy 
 
Weekly Quizzes or Discussions 
Replacing midterms with weekly low-stakes quizzes or discussions 
eases the stress on students and results in manageable grading. There 
are more frequent opportunities for self-assessment by students and 
assessment by the instructor. – Steve Browne, Colin Dewey, Nipoli 
Kamdar, Jenny Murphy, Amy Parsons 
 
 

2. QUICK ADJUSTMENTS 

Alter Traditional Assessment Questions 
To improve both the student & instructor experience, change the style 
of exam questions – ask more about processes rather than just correct 
final answers. Consider writing questions that require critical thinking 
skills, open-ended responses, and others that cannot be easily 
searched on the internet. If class/time allows, try data lookup/analysis 
questions. – Nipoli Kamdar, Ariel Setniker, Margaret Ward 
 
Extend Time 
Simply extending time lowers student stress online and allows for 
possible communication or technological challenges.  –Jennifer Metz 
 
Open Book/Open Note Assessments 
The use of open book and open note assessments de-emphasizes 
factual recall and tends to be more problem or scenario-based. Such 
assessments can be more representative of how students will use their 
learning in real-world contexts, often challenging students to find, 
apply, and synthesize multiple pieces of knowledge to answer 
questions. – Nipoli Kamdar, Julie Simons 
 
(Auto-Graded) Quizzes with Retakes 
A big effect for little effort, being online allows instructors to use 
technology (such as Brightspace) to their benefit and improve 
students’ skills while software grades for them. – Nipoli Kamdar, 
Ariel Setniker, Julie Simons 
 

ALTERNATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS 
The traditional form of 
assessment in many college 
courses is a timed, closed book 
midterm or final. This edition of 
our newsletter focuses on 
alternative methodologies that 
you might find helpful as you 
prepare to assess your students. 

 

 

For more information on these tips 
or for other resources that support 
online teaching and course design, 
please contact 
facultydevelopment@csum.edu 
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3. STYLE CHANGE   
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Contact Us 
Collaborative Assessments 
Structure an assessment in which students work in pairs or small groups to discuss 
and finalize their submission. This turns the assessment into a learning tool that 
improves students’ grasp of the material.  Design questions that target higher 
levels of Bloom’s taxonomy. Preparation is key. – Nipoli Kamdar 
 
Concept Maps 
Have students design their own concept maps to visually represent and organize 
information learned in the course. Students use diagramming to illustrate 
concepts, lines to connect concepts, and words to describe the relationships of and 
between concepts. Concept maps can be used as either summative or formative 
assessments to check student understanding of connections. – Ariel Setniker 
 
Flipped Exams 
Have students write their own exam problems! When paired with a worked 
solution, you can still verify that students understand the material while building a 
bank of questions for the future. “My thinking was that preparing for writing a 
final exam is very similar in preparing to take a final exam, but much harder to 
cheat at.” – Mike Holden 

Oral Exams 
Not just for deterring cheating, oral exams allow instructors to hear students’ 
reasoning behind answers. While this approach requires a decent amount of set-
up, the payoff is no extended grading period. Oral exams also help with low 
bandwidth issues, allow probing of students’ knowledge and clarifying of meanings 
of questions, assess students’ applied problem-solving abilities, and speak to those 
students who can express themselves out loud but have difficulty organizing 
themselves on paper. Be sure to prepare a script and rubric ahead of time. – Tony 
Lewis, Ali Moradmand, Ariel Setniker 
 
One-on-One Check-Ins 
Interested in oral exams but don’t want to deviate completely from your current 
testing method? Try one-on-one check-ins where students meet you for a short 
amount of time to discuss the reasoning behind their answers on the most recent 
assessment(s). Grading is done simultaneously. – Nipoli Kamdar, Julie Simons 
 
Practicing Professional Research 
Have students practice research skills – e.g. identify an issue, collect and analyze 
relevant data and present conclusions, or get specific and have students submit 
screenshots of a database in which they are searching followed by a reflective 
discussion about the choices they made. Consider modeling with examples, 
scaffolding throughout, and allowing retakes. –Kitty Luce, Joshua Shackman 
 
Project or Presentation 
Replace exam with a project, presentation, or briefing. Students are allowed 
individuality along with an authentic professional experience. Instructors might 
consider student-proposed projects if class/time allows. Students can build, 
design, perform, or construct artifacts that demonstrate their learning, and can 
share their creations through digital documentation using photos, audio, or video. 
– Evan Chang-Siu, Kitty Luce, Nipoli Kamdar, Jenny Murphy, Ariel Setniker 
 
Virtual Gallery Walk 
Presentations but with a quicker twist, a virtual gallery walk has students create a 
“poster” on a single slide in PowerPoint or Google Slides. Spend a class period 
having students “walk” around looking at slides and leaving comments and 
questions for their peers. – Nipoli Kamdar, Ariel Setniker 
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