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Hazardous Material Spill: At A Glance Guide
PRECAUTIONS

• DO NOT Clean up chemicals unless the spill is small, you have been training in the proper method, equipped with PPE and have the necessary cleanup/containment equipment.
• Treat sewage backflow or stagnant water as hazardous and a potential environmental contaminant.
• Prohibit entry to anyone other than trained responders to spill area.
• DO NOT enter confined space unless trained, equipped and compliant with entry regulations.
• DO NOT attempt the rescue of another overcome by chemical vapors or gases in an enclosed room or area. Wait for trained responders
• Refer all large spills to outside contractors.

DETECTION or DISCOVERY

• Verbal or telephone report 
indicating hazardous material 
has been spilled. 

• Chemical odor or smell in 
building

SITUATION ANALYSIS

• Type and hazards of chemical 
spill

• Number or extent of injuries
• Incident location
• Current & Potential spread of 

liquid or vapors into 
ventilation system, or drains 
or system, or natural water 
ways

ALERT & WARNING

• Verbal or telephone report 
indicating hazardous material 
has been spilled. 

• Chemical odor or smell in 
building

RESPONSE

• If <5-gallons- Trained faculty, 
staff and designated Facilities 
Personnel can clean up the 
spill and not special protective 
equipment is required. 

• If >5-gallons- Contact 
Facilities or Marine 
designated HazMat Personnel.

RESPONSE

• Activate EOC & Establish Incident 
Command

• Evacuate affected areas to designate 
assembly points

• Instruct faculty to perform/confirm 
headcount

• Inform Incident Commander of missing 
persons

• Redirect evacuees to exits away from 
incident location

• Facility Personnel shut down HVAC 
system if any gases or vapors could 
spread through system.

• Facility Personnel shut don energize 
electrical equipment if there is a 
possibility of fire or explosion

• Fire Department or Hazardous Material 
Technicians control spill

• Advise HazMat responders of any 
drains, stairwells, shafts or other low 
points

ALERT & WARNING

• Provide update to Executive 
Management.

• Determine if the school 
should be dismissed-
evacuated

• Determine if students will 
need relocating or shelter

• If buses are utilized to arrive 
coordinate with Incident 
Command and Campus Police 
on safe loading zone

ALERT & WARNING

• Operations provide
• Nature of spill
• Location
• Name of material released
• Quantity

RESPONSE

• Notified qualified contractor 
to cleanup 

• Conduct air sampling to 
determine when safe to 
reoccupy building

RECOVERY

• Fire Department declares 
“Under Control”

RECOVERY

• Prepare incident report
• Conduct post incident 

investigation to determine 
corrective action

• Debrief personnel

Quantity 
of Spill? 

INCIDENT 
TERMINATION
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